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New Year Brings New Landscaping Ordinance to Beverly Hills 
 
Beverly Hills, CA – The Beverly Hills City Council recently adopted an ordinance requiring 
landscaping which meets water efficiency standards through soil use, grading, irrigation and 
plant materials.  State Assembly Bill 1881 required all municipalities to have model 
landscape ordinances in place by January 1, 2010. 
 
On November 17, 2009 the City Council adopted the “Water Conservation Plumbing 
Fixture Standards Water Efficient Landscaping Ordinance” following review by the Planning, 
Recreation and Parks, and Public Works commissions. The ordinance was designed to assist 
the community in developing water efficient gardens that are aesthetically beautiful and save 
money. 
 
All projects applied for after January 1, 2010 will be required to comply with the ordinance. 
The new standards impact those seeking permits for residential and commercial development 
projects, as well as new and altered landscaped areas over 2,500 square feet. Plan review 
and permits will be required for landscape, irrigation, and grading design, as well as soil 
management and smart water controllers. 
 
For more information, go to www.beverlyhills.org/landscaping. 
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