
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
City Hall Room 280 - A
455 North Rexford Dr.

Beverly Hills, CA 90210

MINUTES

RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, June 23, 2015

2:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Rosoff, Anderson, Gersh, Friedman
Commissioners Absent: Bilak
Staff Present: Zoet, Meyerowitz, Angel, Pfalzgraf, Brynan, Knebel

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

Tab 1. Special Meeting of June 1,2015

MOVED by Rosoff, SECONDED by Anderson, to approve as presented. (4/0)

AYES: Rosoff, Anderson, Gersh, Friedman
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: Bilak
ABSTAIN: NONE
CARRIED

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE

None.

NEW BUSINESSISTAFF REPORTSICORRESPONDENCE

Tab 2. Discussion with Public Works Commissioner Jeff Wolfe

Commissioner Wolf presented an overview of the water conservation efforts by the Public
Works Commission.

Tab 3. Discussion Regarding Ad Hoc Committee Assignments

Due to the absence of Commissioner Bilak, Chair Friedman tabled this item until the August
Commission Meeting. Commissioners Gersh and Anderson noted their interest in serving on the
Public Works Department Liaison Ad Hoc Committee.
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Tab 4. Artificial Turf in City Parkways

Parks and Urban Forest Manager Ken Pfalzgraf provided a presentation about the use of
Artificial Turf in City parkways containing City Trees.

Motion by FRIEDMAN Seconded by GERSH, that the Recreation and Parks Commission
does not endorse allowing residents to install artificial turf on the City parkway, the area
between the sidewalk and street. (4/0)

AYES: Rosoff, Anderson, Gersh, Friedman
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: Bilak
ABSTAIN: NONE
CARRIED

Tab 5. Park Way Ficus Trees

Parks and Urban Forest Manager Ken Pfalzgraf reported on the previous discussion about the
Ficus trees on Park Way. Staff is seeking direction on removal of the Ficus trees and the
automatic replacement with Podocarpus trees when the designated criteria are met.

Motion by FRIEDMAN, Seconded by GERSH, that the City of Beverly Hills auto replaces the
Ficus trees on the north, residential side of Park Way with Podocarpus trees with regard to the
four conditions outlined in the Staff Report. (4/0)

AYES: Rosoff, Anderson, Gersh, Friedman
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: Bilak
ABSTAIN: NONE
CARRIED

Tab 6. 2015 Greystone Mansion Concours d’Elegance

Senior Recreation Supervisor Cindy Brynan reported on the ticket prices, publicity, expenditures
and volunteer hours at the recent Concours d’Elegance event.

Tab 7. Regulation of Smokeless Tobacco

At the request of Vice Mayor Mirisch, staff have been asked to initiate a ban on the use or
ingestion of all smokeless tobacco products within City parks.

Motion by FRIEDMAN, Seconded by ANDERSON, that the Recreation and Parks Commission
supports changes to current signage to include the prohibition of chewing tobacco and all non
smoked tobacco products used within our City parks. (3/1)

AYES: Anderson, Gersh, Friedman
NOES: Rosoff
ABSENT: Bilak
ABSTAIN: NONE
CARRIED

2



Tab 8. Capital Improvement Projects Update

The following items were included in the report from Community Services Director Steve Zoet:

• Gateway Signage Projects are under construction. Projected completion is late
summer/early September.

• Greystone Theatre Restoration - Project Administration will complete review by end of
June and process to solicit bids will commence. It is anticipated construction will begin in
late summer with no disruption of services around Greystone Mansion.

• Coldwater Park Playground Restoration - It was reported renovations are necessary due
to aging equipment. There is a possible donor to supplement the cost of the project.

• La Cienega Park Mainline Irrigation replacement has been completed and will provide
substantial water savings in the park.

• La Cienega Park and Community Center Public Assessment. — Staff is currently working
with RTK Architects and plan on meeting with City Council liaisons to share basic
concepts for a La Cienega Park renovation.

Tab 9. Director’s Report

Community Services Staff updated the Commission on the following items:

• Piesta — Recently held at the Farmers’ Market, had great pre-event press from a KTLA
Live Morning News segment. Clementine Restaurant was open for business for the day
and reported favorable sales.

• Summer Camp Update - High attendance at camps this year. One new camp was Jr.
Police Academy. The upcoming session of Catskills Camp’s performance of Shrek 2, will
be held at the Wallis Annenberg. Over 200 people have passed the Swim Challenge.

• Delicious Snack Company (La Cienega Food Vendor) Update - The vendor of the snack
bar will be terminating his lease.

• Water Conservation Update — There is a weekly meeting with a water task force,
comprised of staff from various departments, who are discussing the City’s approach to
water conservation outreach.

• Proposed Water Conservation Demonstration Area — Public Works will present a report
to City Council on June 30.

• Kids Around the World Recognition — The organization was recognized for the
installation of the donated playgrounds by City Council on June 16.

• Event Calendar and Meeting Dates were reviewed

UNFINISHED BUSINESSICOMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS INCLUDING TOPICS FOR
FUTURE AGENDAS

3



• Pet comments on Tab 3, the Ad Hoc Assignments will be discussed at the August 25,
2015 Recreation and Parks Commission Meeting.

Tab 10. Ad Hoc Chairperson Reports

a. City Council Liaison/Mayor’s Cabinet (Friedman/Bilak) — No discussion.

b. Beverly Canon Gardens (Friedman/Gersh) — No discussion.

c. Farmers’ Market (Bilak/Anderson) — No discussion.

a. Fine Arts (Gersh/Rosoff) — No discussion.

e. Gateway Signage Project (Anderson/Rosoff) — No discussion.

f. Community Charitable Foundation (Bilak/Anderson) — No discussion.

g. Greystone Park (Anderson/Rosoff) — No discussion

h. Master Plan for La Cienega and Roxbury Parks (Friedman/Bilak) — No
discussion.

I. SeniorsNolunteers (Friedman/Gersh) — No discussion.

j. Special Events/Concert Series (Bilak/Gersh) — No discussion.

k. Sports (Friedman/Bilak) — No discussion.

I. Street Tree Master Plan (Friedman/Anderson) — Parks and Urban Forest
Manager Ken Pfalzgraf reported that the Peck Drive Street Trees will be
purchased and planted in the fall.

m. Teens (Bilak/Gersh) — No discussion.

n. Beverly Gardens Restoration (Anderson/Rosoff) No discussion.

o. Off-Leash Dog Area (Friedman/Bilak) — No discussion.

p. Joint Powers Agreement (Bilak/Rosoff) — No discussion.

q. Public Works Department Liaison (Friedman/Rosoff) — No discussion.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m.

PASSED, ApproveA and Adopted on this S day of 2015.

Simone Friedman, Chairperson
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